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and there attained a certain influence; when the
younger brother was first exploring the intricacies
of Court politics, Henri was able to be of some as-
sistance to him. But the showy and popular soldier
soon became a person of secondary importance when
compared with the young bishop. He did not live
to share the great fortune secured for the family of
Richelieu. In 1619, when the Bishop of Lu^on was
in semi-exile with the Queen-mother, Henri had a
quarrel with the Marquis of Themines. They had
no ground for dispute except some unfriendly criti-
cism, but that was quite enough In those days. They
soon found an opportunity, and fought with the
ferocity which characterised most duels. Themines
at last drove his sword through the heart of his
opponent, and the heir of the house of Richelieu
thus met his end. He left no children, and as the
second brother was a monk and an imbecile, the
Bishop of Lugon became the head of the family and
succeeded to the family estates, which were indeed
of no great value.

It was Alphonse, the second brother, who felt
conscientious scruples about holding the see of
Lucon, and retired to pious obscurity at the Grande
Chartreuse. There he would have spent his days In
tranquillity had it not been for the extraordinary
fortune of the third brother. Family feeling was
strong in the Cardinal and he obtained for Alphonse
ecclesiastical promotion, for which he was little
fitted and which he did not especially desire. The
minister took the would-be monk from the monas-
tery, made him Archbishop of Aix, and afterwardroy, but, imperious as was his nature,pale andappeared, it   His his testament ami the Loire became
